leading cause of blindness among leprosy patients. Another cause of blindness is exposure keratitis and corneal anaesthesia. 4, 5 Case detection and the maintenance of data on new and old cases remain important factors in assuring that all segments of society are reached. Early drug therapy and prevention of disability are also important. 6 In some areas, the isolation of leprosy patients remains problematic, and living standards may be low. 7 In one instance, I witnessed treatment with homeopathic remedies for which evidence of efficacy could not be provided.
There has been considerable success toward the control of leprosy. But it will be necessary to maintain funding and programs if we are going to continue to make progress.
